
 

August /  Sept 

2013 

 

AIA MIDDLE PA CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

 

 IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 

 

 

1 2013 AIA Middle PA 

Chapter SYMPOSIUM 

2 President’s Message 

3 Associates Corner 

3 James Wines Lifetime 

Achievement 

4 - 6 Symposium News 

7 - 8 Affiliate Corner 

9 Mount Alloysius Con-

vocation Center Tour 

10 2013 Annual Picnic 

11 Our Advertisers 

REGISTER NOW!!!!!!! 

AIA MPC Welcomes HalenHardy as Symposium Sponsor 
Will Unveil New Product at Symposium 

Our many thanks to HalenHardy, who will be sponsoring Janel Everly’s (GBH-

Pgh) presentation at the Symposium. 

HalenHardy, LLC was founded in January 2013 to specialize in providing ser-

vices to protect workers and their families from dangerous airborne respirable 

dust generated during various industrial activities. 

In August, HalenHardy  introduced the MASHH Mobile Air Shower, which 

protects workers and their families from dangerous respirable dusts by removing 

the dust from workers clothes.  

In October they will now be unveiling 

MASHH to our our Central Pennsylvania ar-

chitectural and design community. For more 

information, please visit www.mashh.com. 



 

 

AIA MIDDLE CHAPTER 
ADDRESS 

If you are using the U. S. Postal 

Service to Contact the AIA Middle 

PA Chapter, please use the 

following: 

 

AIA Middle PA Chapter 
c/o Rebecca Griffith, Assoc AIA 
P. O. Box 1784 
Altoona, PA  16603 

 

NEXT MID POINTS 

Deadline for articles and informa-

tion for  the next newsletter  is: 

           November 1, 2013 

Please contact Dee Columbus, 

Editor, tdta2000@comcast.net 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

Please send new member 

information and any changes and/or 

additions in your  contact 

information including email 

addresses to:  

David E. Reasinger,  Associate AIA 

Pennsylvania State University 

1113 Physical Plant Building 

University Park, PA  16802 

P: 814.863.3868 

F: 814.865.3737 

der19@psu.edu 

 

WWW.AIAMIDDLEPA.ORG 

Please be sure to visit the AIA 

Middle PA Chapter website to view 

the following: 

• Chapter Officers 

• Calendars 

• Newsletter Archive 

• Executive Committee Minutes 

• Membership Information 

• AIA Links 

• Sponsorship & Advertising 

• Mission Statement 

• Project Photos 

Message from the President 
Tom Columbus,  Jr., AIA, LEED AP 

 

It is refreshing to see the AIA is doggedly continuing to reach out to 
members with regards to the “Repositioning of the AIA”.    Our 
organization’s leadership is very serious about “a real and meaningful 
change for our organization to remain relevant to members and the 
profession of architecture.”   The three areas focused on are: AIA 
leadership structure, institutional framework, and operational focus. 
 
Keep in mind, this activity is for the betterment of our profession.  
Architects and architecture are at a threshold that demands increased 
awareness of our place in society and how we present ourselves to the 
world.   
 
We must continue to stay in tune with the way the public perceives us, 
and why they feel we are needed in the matrix of society.  I have had 
the pleasure of seeing how we individually make a difference in society 
while continuing to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public.  
Simple and subtle items from moving a wall or shortening it to allow for 
more sunlight to stream in or changing a door swing for “better design” 
to major items such as the massing of structures in a streetscape to 
allow for better public circulation or allowance of plantings, weigh in on 
our contribution to society.   
 
We must be doing something right, despite media predictions of a dire 
future.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects an architectural 
employment growth of 23.1% between 2010 and 2020!  This means 
just about out of every four architectural personnel, another person will 
be added. 
 
The repositioning takes into account this growth and will attempt to 
accommodate our young professionals.  Now is your chance to weigh 
in.  Please go to the AIA website and note the Town Hall meetings or 
the many other avenues for you to add your thoughts.   
 
Switching gears, please check out our upcoming building tour at the 
Mount on 09/26/13.  A flyer is included in this Newsletter.   Also, more 
information is included on our upcoming Symposium.   So far, our 
vendor count to date has surpassed our count at this time two years 
ago.  Don’t miss this great opportunity to gain product knowledge and 
continuing education requirements! 
 
Until next time, 
Tom 
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AIA Associates Corner — 2013 Links 
 
Safiya Hodari, Associate AIA                              Joanna Beres, Associate AIA 

AIA PA Regional Associate Director     AIA PA Associate Director 

safiya.hodari@gmail.com            joannaberes@gmail.com 

 

                                            

David E. Reasinger, Associate AIA     Sean Sheffler, AIA                                                             

PA Associate Committee Member     PA Coordinator, Intern Development Program (IDP)   

der19@psu.edu     idpcoordinator.pa@gmail.com                                          

     https://twitter.com/IDP_PA 
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Lifetime Achievement: James Wines 

The National Design Awards program celebrates design as a vital humanistic tool in shaping the 
world, and seeks to increase national awareness of design by educating the public and promoting 
excellence, innovation, and lasting achievement.  

   

James Wines is founder and president of SITE, a New York-based architectural studio char-
tered in 1970. Through his multidisciplinary practice, Wines develops site-specific structures 
that engage information about the environment, including buildings, public spaces, environ-
mental art, landscapes, master plans, interiors, video productions, graphics, and product de-
signs. This emphasis on context has attracted international attention since 1970 and has in-
fluenced the design of environmentally oriented buildings, interiors, gardens, and public 
spaces. He has designed over 150 projects for private and municipal clients in eleven coun-
tries. Wines is a Professor of Architecture at Pennsylvania State University and author of 
several books including De-Architecture and Green Architecture. Twenty-two monographs 
have been published on his drawings and built works. He continues to research environ-
mental issues in architecture and write and lecture on this subject internationally.  
 



  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
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HSW Credits Confirmed for Symposium Presentations  

 

 

Momentum is building for the 2013 symposium, scheduled for Thursday, October 24 at the 
Blair County Convention Center in Altoona. We’ve confirmed HSW credits for three of our five presentations; 
additional credit confirmation is pending for the remaining two presentations: 
 

Walt Schneider, Centre Region Code Administration – 1 HSW credit 
Janel Everly, Green Building Alliance – Pittsburgh – 1 HSW credit 
Karen Arnold and Scott Doyle, PA Historical and Museum Commission Bureau for Historic Pres-

ervation 
Walt Fowler, Chatham University 
Anthony Potter, Powell Trachtman Logan Carrle & Lombardo – 1 HSW credit (optional dinner 

presentation) 
 

Our presenters will provide timely and relevant continuing education on key issues, including: 
 

Common coding mistakes 
Green building innovations 
State and federal historic  preservation tax incentives 
“Off the grid” sustainable systems design 
Risk management updates  

  
Check the chapter web site and your in-box for more information and updates throughout the coming months. 
 

For more information, please contact Anne McGrath, event coordinator, at annefmcgrath@verizon.net or 
814-539-1317. 

      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Check Your Inbox for the Latest Symposium Updates 
This year, we’re promoting the Symposium through Constant Contact email, including online registrations.  
Check your spam setting to ensure you’re receiving all of the latest information. If your filter cannot be ad-
justed to receive Constant Contact emails, please contact Anne McGrath, event coordinator, at an-
nefmcgrath@verizon.net or 814-539-1317, to provide an alternative email or preferred form of communica-
tion.  Thank you! 
      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Early Bird Registration Ends 9/24! 
No Increase in Symposium Fees in 2013 
Don’t miss the early bird deadline. Early registration closes on September 24. Guests can register online or 
download the paper registration and mail it in. Visit the chapter website at www.aiamiddlepa.org for registra-
tion directions and hard copy materials.  Registration fees remain the same as 2011 as noted below: 

Member (Register by 9/24) …………………… $175 
Member (After 9/24) …………………………… $200 
Non-Member (Register by 9/24) ……..…..  …  $200 
Non-Member (After 9/24) …………………... ..  $225 
 

(Continued . . . See “Early” Page 6) 
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More Exhibitors Sign On for Symposium 
 
Here’s an updated list of who has already signed on to join us, with new exhibitors highlighted for easy refer-
ence! 

• Hanel Storage Systems – Mark Schuette and John Corson, mschuette@hanel.us 

• Centria -  Ben Marnik, bmarnik@centria.com 

• Sherwin-Williams Company – Jim Geist, jim.l.geist@sherwin.com 

• Smith-Schaefer – Randy Kania, rkania@smith-schaefer.com 

• ELA Group – Matt Harlow and Jackie Auman, jaauman@elagroup.com 

• Penn State University – COAA PA 

• ELA Group – Matt Harlow, mrharlow@elagroup.com 

• Fierst Distributing – Jim Tasillo,  jim@fierstdistributing.com 

• Keller Engineers – Randy Diviney, rdiviney@keller-engineers.com 

• Supply Source – Karen Temple, karent@supplysourceinc.com 

• Comfort Supply – Brendan Heckler, bheckler@comfortsupplypgh.com 

Please be sure to thank these representatives the next time you see them. Look for more information on par-
ticipating vendors in the weeks and months to come! 

                                                                  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Early . . . (Continued from Page 5) 

 
Please note that in an effort to keep Symposium costs as low as possible, printed registration materials will 
not be produced or mailed out. However, guests can register directly through the chapter website via PayPal 
or download a paper registration form and mail it to: 
 

Anne McGrath 
Event Coordinator 
409 Luzerne Street 
Johnstown, PA 15905 
 

See you in October! 

• HalenHardy – Mike Miller, mmiller@halenhardy.com **SPONSOR** 

• CJL Engineering – Daimon Lawrence, dlawrence@cjlengineering.com 

• ATAS International  

• EB Endres - Cathy Miller, cmiller@ebendres.com 

• Keystone Ridge Designs – Angela Maloney, angelam@keystoneridgedesigns.com 

• RA Smith National – Greg Grudovich, greg.grudovich@rasmithnational.com 
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NEWS FROM OUR AFFILIATES … 

 

Look for them at the 2013 Symposium! 
 

Hydrotect™ Now Available from Fierst Distributing 
Cleaner.  Greener.  Smarter.  We are pleased to announce Hydrotect™ ! 
 
Hydrotect™ by Crossville® is the much anticipated surface solution designed to reduce maintenance costs, 
increase cleanliness and safety, and provide yet another green solution from America’s leader in innovative 
tile design.  Providing anti-microbial, as well as air-purifying properties, Hydrotect™ by Crossville® may be ap-
plied to virtually any tile made by Crossville; a wider array of solutions than those currently offered by other 
manufacturers.  This flexibility allows your customer to specify Hydrotect™ when they need it, or choose an-
other of our traditional finishes when they do not. 
 
For tile already in inventory, lead time for Hydrotect™ application is five working days.  
A more in depth look at Hydrotect may be found at:  http://crossvilleinc.com/hydrotect 
 
Jim Tasillo is a practitioner of Design Driven Distribution and has been in the tile business for over 30 years. For more 
information contact Jim at jim@fierstdistributing.com or contact Bob Duffy at bbonnie64@verizon.net. 

 

Increasing Design Flexibility with Vertical Storage 
Hänel Storage Systems manufactures automated vertical storage systems that give architects a new level of 
design flexibility.  Hänel’s Rotomat® Vertical Carousel and Lean-Lift Vertical Lift Module save valuable floor 
space compared to traditional fixed shelving, file cabinets and mobile shelving, especially when redesigning 
an existing facility where expansion is not an option, or designing within the constraints of other structures.  
Vertical storage frees up 60% or more of a building’s floor space - space that can be put to better use or elimi-
nated for cost savings.   
 
Hanel’s vertical storage systems can be incorporated directly into the layout of a building, and units can be 
equipped with multiple access openings to span multiple floors.  This saves space, and can eliminate the cost 
and complexity of elevators or conveyor systems.   
 
In addition, enclosed Hänel units can be incorporated into a 
design, allowing storage to be more conveniently located near 
the point of use. Environmentally-friendly automation brings 
items to the user at the touch of a button, improving productiv-
ity, ergonomics, safety and eliminating the need to heat, cool 
and light large storage areas.  All Hänel units are engineered to 
be as energy-efficient as possible to assist in LEED certifica-
tion.    
 
Visit www.hanel.us or contact us at (412)787-3444 to learn 
more.  
 

David Schneider, Marketing Manager,  
Hänel Storage Systems, dschneider@hanel.us, (412)787-3444 

The Hanel Lean-Lift Vertical Lift Modules of-

fers design flexibility, saves space and is energy 

efficient to assist in LEED certification  

News from Our Affiliates  
Please join us in welcoming MechoShade Systems as our newest affiliate member! MechoShade  leading 

provider of window shading solutions for architects and interior designers.  Contact Richard Rosenbaumat 

richardr@mechoshade.com or Atwill Hudgins at atwill@mechosystems.com.  Visit MechoShade Systems at 

www.mechoshade.com. 



More Affiliate News . . . 

 

 
 
Specialty project areas include schools; hospitals and health care facilities; corporate, commercial and indus-
trial projects; government; residential; parking garades; communication structures; and retaining walls.  
 
For more information, contact Diana McClure, Director of Business Development, at dmcclure@keller-engineers.com or 814-696-7430.   
 

 
 

Structural Engineering Experience 
Keller Engineers, Inc. provides complete design services for structures of all types and sizes to architects,  
contractors, engineers, private and public owners and economic development officials.  
 
We look at engineering from a seasoned perspective, balancing client needs with code requirements and  
constructability.  This perspective also includes extensive resources, including an active and current library of 
structural engineering software which allows us to investigate different structural systems and determine the 
optimum design solution.  Our structural engineering and design services include: 

Design and Detailing of Concrete, Steel, Masonry and Wood Structures 
Concrete Foundations and Footings 
Static and Dynamic 3-D Computer Analysis 
Structural Inspections and Evaluations 
Feasibility Studies 
Foundations and Retaining Walls 
Forensic Analysis 
Seismic and Wind Analysis 
Design Build 
FHA-HUD Inspections 
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SCENES FROM OUR 2013 MIDDLE CHAPTER PICNICSCENES FROM OUR 2013 MIDDLE CHAPTER PICNICSCENES FROM OUR 2013 MIDDLE CHAPTER PICNICSCENES FROM OUR 2013 MIDDLE CHAPTER PICNIC    

 

The Blairmont Club 



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

Please call Dee Columbus at 814-749-7952 to place  
an advertisement. 
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